Mirskaia & Crew (1930) 
(Received 4th June 1973) Mirskaia & Crew (1930) have reported that the first vaginal oestrus in young female mice was frequently not associated with mating. In addition, pregnancy followed first mating in only 24% of cases whereas in the same mice at 3 to 6 months of age, 80 to 90 % of females became pregnant following mating. Since it seemed not unlikely that genetic and/or environmental factors may have contributed to this poor reproductive performance, it was decided to reexamine the fertility of young mice.
Mice of the Quackenbush (QS) strain were used in this study. (Table 1) . However, on analysis of covariance (Snedecor, 1956) with body weight as the covariate, the adjusted mean numbers of CL of pregnancy for young and mature mice were 11-2 and 11 -3, respectively, there being no significant age effect on these adjusted As in the report of Kennedy & Kennedy (1972) for Sydney White mice, the age effects on the fertility of pregnant mice could be explained in terms of differences between age groups in body weight at mating. Thus, age effects on apparent ovulation rate and litter size were removed by analysis of covariance, using body weight as the covariate. 
